
Fall 2020 Syllabus
COT 105 Mastering Academic Conversations
Room STC 119 - 12:30-1:20 Monday & Friday, Zoom Wednesday 3:30 - 4:20Room STC 119 - 12:30-1:20 Monday & Friday, Zoom Wednesday 3:30 - 4:20



Instructor

Course Learning Objectives

Assignment Weighting

Bill Genereux (my class nickname is: Professor Robin America)
email: billgx@ksu.edu
other social: @billgx
Office: Tech Center 163
Cell: 
Home: 
Office Hours: TBD

•	 Examine foundational principles and values that form the culture of higher education
•	 Increase personal awareness of attributes and skills necessary to becoming successful stu-

dents, scholars, and citizens;
•	 demonstrate an understanding of information literacy skills and resources vital to be coming 

successful students and scholars
•	 develop increased levels of understanding and practice of formal, college-level writing abilities;
•	 expand cultural awareness through readings, dialogues, and organized events

•	 35% of grade - Research/Build Project (Final Exam)
•	 20% of grade - Book Paper/Project or the Diversity Film Series Paper
•	 10% of grade - Career Assignments: LinkedIn, Resume, Handshake and Career Fair
•	 35% of grade - Attendance & Participation: Comp. Book writing, drawing & other activities

Required Book & Supplies:
William Kamkwamba and Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who 
Harnessed the Wind. Puffin Books, 2015.
ISBN 978-0-14-751042

A	 90 - 100%
B	 80 - 89%
C	 70 - 79%
D	 60 - 69%
F	 < 60%

Grading Scale:

Help! It’s the MAC Attack!

See the following See the following 
page for the page for the 
required art required art 

supplies.supplies.



- lawn chair (or blanket) - lawn chair (or blanket) 
*  clear tap e*  clear tap e

Zoom Link: Zoom Link: https://ksu.zoom.us/j/93404156919https://ksu.zoom.us/j/93404156919



Attendance is required for suc-
cess in this course. We will take 
attendance for each class with a 
self-portrait. Remote attendees 
must e-mail photographs of the 
self-portraits to the professor

You must make a self-portrait You must make a self-portrait 
to be counted as presentto be counted as present. If you 
are late, it is your responsibility 
to be sure the instructor receives 
your attendance portrait. 

Do not test the instructor’s 
good-nature! Habitual tardiness Habitual tardiness 
will eventually count as absences. will eventually count as absences. 

Four unexcused absences will result in automatic failureautomatic failure of this 
course!

 

Class Rules

Attendance

Rule #1 - Be Respectful & Kind *  
Rule #2 - Come to class -  on time !
Rule #3 - Be curious 
Rule #4 - Participate 
Rule #5 - Ask questions if something is unclear

Out of respect for others in the class, mobile devices should not be 
frequently used; certainly when others are speaking or presenting.

*



K-State Learning Outcomes



Composition Notebooks

The composition note-
books are a record of 
your participation in 
class and your en-
gagement outside of 
class. If you think of 
your comp book as a 
“place” instead of a 
“thing” it will become 
somewhere you can 
go to contemplate 
your time as a college 
student. If you are diligent in collecting and recording 
your memories, incidents and  reflections, it will become 
an important keepsake of our time together and an im-
portant record of your time during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic you may want to revisit in the future.
Keeping the notebook up and showing progress in it is Keeping the notebook up and showing progress in it is 

vitally important to your success in the course.vitally important to your success in the course. What 
appears in the notebook represents 35% of your grade!









Some More Important Stuff


